
Presidents’ News.   4th August 2026 

Hi Members, 
The Bowls Committee had a meeting on 29th July. There were a few ideas 
and items that needed to be discussed prior to the start of our new season. 
My congratulations to Chris Rye who has stepped up to become a member of the MPBR Match Committee. 
The Match Committee sets the Pennant Divisions, clubs involved in each, Conditions of Play and keeps 
check on qualified players. This will provide us with some insight into how the match committee operates. 
We have two Pennant practise matches organised for Saturday the 12th and 19th of September. More 
information will be shared as we get closer to the days. We are looking at increasing our Tuesday Pennant 
sides and will require more players to assist. We applied for 3 Divisions of three rinks each. Our allocation 
has given us 2 Divisions of 3 rinks and 1 of two rinks at this stage. We are hoping to increase this by another 
Division of two rinks. Please consider if you can support the club and play Pennant on either Saturday or 
Tuesday - add your name to the lists. Starting dates for Pennant are Sat 10 Oct and Tuesday 13 Oct.   
 
Our Opening Day for the 26/27 Bowling Season is fast approaching and will be held on Sat 5 Sep 2026. This 
is a day for our members to get together and celebrate a new season of bowling and comraderie. 
In a nutshell:- 

- Arrive 10:30am 
- Opening 10:45am with guests from Bendigo Bank and Shire rep rolling the 1st bowls with the Club 

Champions 
- First game starts at 11:00am (Ensure you have signed up to play!) 
- Club Select Triples, rotating positions - 3 x 8 ends  
- Club Uniform 
- BBQ  Lunch (supplied) at 12:30pm 
- Bring a Salad/sweets to share – Please sign up for a salad/sweets/slice to bring on the list sheet.  

 
Following Open Day, the social bowls start time will revert to our summer schedule of 12:00 for 12:30 pm, 
commencing Wednesday 9th September. 
 
As the Championship Mixed Triples was postponed, we have allocated new dates for this event. 
The games will now be played on Sunday 6th, 20th and 27th of September as a reserve if numbers are large.  
Ensure you sign up a team as this will be a fun event for all to play. It will be a round Robin with four teams in 
a section. Arrive at 9:30 for a 10am start. The format is 12 ends of 2 bowl triples. 
A Perpetual Trophy has been allocated for the winners. 
 
The Scroungers has been a great success with up to 36 players coming along on Friday afternoons. This was 
planned to be finished on 21st August. So, on this day, we will follow Scroungers with pizza. Green fees will 
be $15 to cover green fees and pizza. We are looking forward to this being a great afternoon of bowls and a 
good social gathering to get more feedback about scroungers. But, we have MORE!  With the great response 
for Scroungers to date, we have extended our Fridays into September from the 4th to the 25th. In October 
we will move to Thursdays from the 8th through to 29th starting at 4:00pm.  
My thanks and congratulations to both Chris and Annie for getting this bowls activity up and running.  
 
The Winter Challenge has been very successful with a win at MBC by over 60 shots last Friday. After Round 
three MBC have a lead of over 110 shots. Round 4 will take place on Fri 28 August, at Mt Martha. The sign-up 
sheet is out the back. 
 
Our Novice Championship commences on 20th September. We are nominating that novices are members 
who have not played bowls before the 1st of January 2024. (This is not necessarily the dates relating to 
MPBR and state novice events.) All current novices have been informed of their entry to the comp. 



The Committee has confirmed that all Club Championship finals will be on Green 1 North/South. 
On the knockout days, play as displayed on the Direction of Play notice board outside. Players may agree to 
play on Green 2 or 3 for the knockout section. If no agreement, then Green 1 will be used. 
 
Special Events:  
Winter Challenge Round 4 is Fri 28th August 
Challenge by the Bay starts Monday 21 September 
Barefoot Bowls starts 30th October 
 
Karingal BC has planned a new Women in Bowls tournament. This is a new women-only fours tournament 
to be held on 27th Sep 2026. This is supported by MPBR, Bowls Victoria and BA. To make this an effective 
tournament to involve women in bowls, each club is expected to enter a team of four. Get your team 
together as soon as possible and let me know so I can support you.  
 
Red Snapper Jackpot starts in September. This is not about highest score! It is a random draw for the 
aggregate on the day. A Negative or Positive aggregate can win on nominated Wednesdays only. $1 of the 
green fee from each player will go towards the Jackpot. To win, your team must have the exact aggregate 
score (plus or minus) as the disc drawn. E.g. 10 up in game 1 & 16 down in game 2 = neg 6 aggregate.  
If the -6 disc is drawn, then all teams with that exact aggregate share the jackpot. No winner? The jackpot 
goes to the next nominated Wednesday. Come and join in the fun. Let’s fill our greens. 
 
Brian J (Hip) & Kevin P (Knee) have joined the ‘Bionic Joint’ club at MBC. Wishing both members a speedy 
recovery. 
Social Media: - Now 3,662 followers and growing! 
 
Cheers & Good Bowling 

David Pumpa 


